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Reconnecting lives and families – one tax deduction at a time 

One of the leading drug and alcohol rehabilitation services in NSW has launched an urgent 
appeal for funding, leading up to the end of the financial year. 
 
Tax deductible donations form a vital support for Odyssey House NSW and contribute to 
transforming the lives of those affected by drug and alcohol dependence. 
 
Odyssey House NSW acting CEO David Kelly says substance dependence is a serious 
condition which people often need professional support to overcome. Without support, 
individuals and families find it far more difficult to break the generational cycle of addiction.  
 
“Our services are designed to provide a safe, supportive, and non-judgmental environment 
for individuals and families impacted by drug and alcohol use,” Mr Kelly said. 
 
In the 12 months to June 2022, 40 percent of Odyssey House NSW clients from all programs 
needed support to manage a dependence on alcohol. Almost half (45%) of clients in 
Odyssey’s residential rehabilitation programs reported a dependence on 
methamphetamines. 
 
“We know that supporting clients to withdraw from alcohol or drugs can be the simple 
part,” Mr Kelly said. “The harder part of a person’s recovery journey is working through the 
underlying factors that make people turn to alcohol or drugs to cope. 
 
“Our case workers work with our clients to address the underlying factors – such as co-
existing illnesses and mental health concerns, traumas, and stresses in their lives.” 
 
Mr Kelly said funds received from the appeal would support Odyssey to hire more case 
workers across its residential rehabilitation and community programs. Case workers work 
closely with clients to develop personalised treatment plans that meet each client’s needs 
and goals. 
 
“Without our case workers, there is no Odyssey. They are the heart and soul of what we do. 
They help reconnect individuals to lead the positive lives they desire, and reconnect families 
and communities. 
 
“Please use the opportunity of the end of the financial year to donate to Odyssey. However 
large or small, you’re helping us to make long-lasting changes in people’s lives.” 
 
Donate by 30 June to Odyssey House NSW via https://give.odysseyhouse.com.au/tax23 
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About Odyssey House NSW 

Since 1977, Odyssey House NSW has developed extensive trauma informed rehabilitation 
programs to provide education and support for those wishing to address the physical, 
mental, social, and economic harms related to their substance use.  

The organisation's team of professional staff help clients identify and address the underlying 
causes of their substance use — such as trauma, domestic violence and mental health issues 
— to improve their wellbeing, parenting skills, family relationships, social connections, 
numeracy, literacy and employment prospects. 

Odyssey House NSW’s programs include withdrawal, one-on-one assessment and treatment 
by psychologists and counsellors, group therapy, residential rehabilitation and free 
education at Odyssey College. 
 
Odyssey has developed 19 holistic rehabilitation programs and a network of 13 residential 
and community sites across Greater Sydney, the NSW Southern Highlands and Blue 
Mountains.  
 
As part of treatment, clients can be referred to receive free education at Odyssey College, 
which is registered with the Department of Education. The college provides structured 
learning in subjects from mathematics to art and vocational training to help clients embrace 
opportunities for lasting change in their lives. 
 
People seeking support to recover from alcohol or drug dependence can refer themselves 
or others to Odyssey House NSW by calling 1800 397 739 (select option 2) or email 
referral@odysseyhouse.com.au  
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